HOMER   IN  THE   SCHOOLS

In vain the aged boatman strains.
His heaving sides reveals his pains;
The angry water gains apace
Both of his sides and half his base,

Till, as he sits, he seems to lose

The square of his hypotenuse.

The boat advanced to X + 2,
Lord Ullin reached the fixed point Q,
Then the boat sank from human eye,
OY OY2 OGY.'

That was not, by a long way, the only revision Leacock
would make of some of our most valued literary treasures.
See, for example, how he would modernise Homer.
'Take', he says, 'the passage in the First Book of Homer
that describes Ajax the Greek dashing into the battle
in front of Troy. Here is the way it runs (as nearly as I
remember) in the usual word-for-word translation of the
classroom, as done by the very best professor, his spec-
tacles glittering with the literary rapture of it.

* "Then he too Ajax on the one hand leaped (or pos-
sibly jumped) into the fight wearing on the other hand
yes certainly a steel corslet (or possibly a bronze under
tunic) and on his head of course yes without a doubt he
had a helmet with a tossing plume taken from the mane
(or perhaps extracted from the tail) of some horse which
once fed along the banks of the Scamander (and it sees
the herd and raises its head and paws the ground) and
in his hand a shield worth a hundred oxen and on his
knees too expecially in particular greaves made by some
cunning artificer (or perhaps blacksmith) and he blows
the fire and it is hot. Thus Ajax leapt (or, better, was
propelled from behind) into the fight/'

'Now that's grand stuff.    There is no doubt of it.